
 

11 AP Summer Work 
 

Required Textbook for 11AP: The Bedford Reader 12th edition by  X. J. Kennedy, Dorothy M. Kennedy, Jane E. Aaron, Ellen 

Kuhl Repetto   ISBN-10: 1457636956 ISBN-13: 978-1457636950 
 
*There are used books from past students available for purchase. Also, you can rent this text through Amazon, get a 
digital version (some readings are missing due to copyright issues) or buy it new or used through any vendor. You must 
have this text within the first full week of school.   
 
 

2018 SUMMER UNIT AT A GLANCE:  
The AP English Language course emphasizes a mix of politics, history, social sciences, current events and prose with just a 

smattering of literary fiction. This combination of subject areas makes this class different from most English classes you have taken 

before; it will ask you to read less fiction and look more at the power and beauty of language expressed from classical essays to a 

diverse selection of contemporary essays. You have had extensive experience with quality fiction, but you may not have read much 

non-fiction. The summer reading list offers you a chance to create a database for yourself that you will use throughout the school 

year, particularly as you write researched essays.  The second and third assignments of the summer reading involve reading a 

selected combination of news and editorial articles and making observations about their content and purpose.  

 

PART 1 – News Exposure – 15-20 articles (typed Reference page and annotated sources) – Due 1st block day and in-class 

essay  

PART 2 – Non-fiction Book (One typed essay on author’s purpose and 20 vocab words from the book) – Due 1st block day 

 

PART 1- News Exposure  

 

For this portion of the homework, we are looking for you to expand your knowledge of the world and begin curating a 

collection of materials that will be used for a synthesis essay during the year. In order to do this, you will need to select a 

category that you will continue to find articles to read and research.  

 

Your Job:  

 

1. Select one of the following categories:  

Health & Medical     News on/from Africa 

Climate/Environment    News on/from Asia 

Education      News on/from Australia 

International Conflict    News on/from Latin America  

Technology      News on/from Europe 

Human Rights      News on/from Middle East 

Business 

 

2. Collect, read and annotate 15-20 major news articles (by stating major, we mean articles of sufficient merit to have national or 

international implications) that are based in the category you selected.  

 The sources should range in viewpoints and can range in topics that exist within that category.  

 The articles must span from the start of the summer until the end in order for you to see how topics grow and change 

throughout the two months.  

 

3. You must create an annotated bibliography page. This means it must be in MLA format.  

 Annotations must include: a brief summary/analysis, information on why the source is reliable, limitations of the source,  

and particular evidence that stands out to you with the source.  

 Check out Purdue Owl Writing Lab for more help with MLA citation/annotated bibliography. 

 

News sources to consider using: 

The New York Times, The New York Times Magazine, The Washington Post, The National Review, National Public Radio 

(NPR), BBC, The Wall street Journal, The New Yorker, The Associated Press, Time Magazine, or PEW Research.  

 

Due Date: 1st block day. On this day, you will also write a reflective narrative on the sources, so if you wait until the last 

minute or have friends “help you,” it will start you off on the wrong foot.  

 

 

 

https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=dp_byline_sr_book_1?ie=UTF8&field-author=X.+J.+Kennedy&search-alias=books&text=X.+J.+Kennedy&sort=relevancerank
https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=dp_byline_sr_book_2?ie=UTF8&field-author=Dorothy+M.+Kennedy&search-alias=books&text=Dorothy+M.+Kennedy&sort=relevancerank
https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=dp_byline_sr_book_3?ie=UTF8&field-author=Jane+E.+Aaron&search-alias=books&text=Jane+E.+Aaron&sort=relevancerank
https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=dp_byline_sr_book_4?ie=UTF8&field-author=Ellen+Kuhl+Repetto&search-alias=books&text=Ellen+Kuhl+Repetto&sort=relevancerank
https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=dp_byline_sr_book_4?ie=UTF8&field-author=Ellen+Kuhl+Repetto&search-alias=books&text=Ellen+Kuhl+Repetto&sort=relevancerank


 

 

Example of one source in an annotated bibliography: 

 

Li, Guohua. "Mixing Booze, Pot Is a Serious Threat to Traffic Safety." ScienceDaily.  

ScienceDaily, 12 June 2017. www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2017/06/170612135506.htm. Accessed 13  

June 2017. 

 

This article primarily focuses on dangers of driving under the consumption of alcohol and marijuana. It allows for a vivid 

description of the consequences when these substances have been misused while behind the wheel. Researchers had used the Fatality 

Analysis Reporting System to examine 14,742 two-car crashes. When compared to drivers that didn’t cause the crash, the culpable 

drivers had an 18% chance of being most likely to be under the effect of marijuana or alcohol (28%; 10%). This had led to the 

deduction that marijuana and alcohol severely influence decision making throughout daily life and especially while driving.  

The source is a very strong piece of evidence to discourage driving under the influence of drugs and alcohol. It provides 

support from factual sources such as the Fatality Analysis Reporting System of the United States, and from professionals at Columbia 

University's Center for Injury Epidemiology and Prevention. This article can directly be relevant in our environment since the state of 

Colorado has legalized the possession of marijuana, which will influence marijuana-impaired driving. I feel that most of the 

information stated in this article is reliable and can be proposed as a strong argument against poor decision making behind the wheel. 

It is not biased, and maintains an equal balance between information.  

The article had influenced my decision making behind the wheel and overall was very informative about the current problem 

surrounding our most used form of transportation. It broadened the lens behind substance-impaired driving and fully developed my 

opinion on the topic. An overall great article with sufficient information to establish a non-biased argument against driving under the 

influence of any substance.  

 

 

PART 2 – Non-fiction Book (1 essay)  

 

Your Job:  
1. Select one book from the list below to read over the summer.  

 

2. By the end of the book, you will need to write an essay clearly explaining the author’s purpose.  

 Pick at least three representative quotations/evidence or short passages that demonstrate and carry the purpose of the text 

through the piece. Often it helps to select these quotations from the beginning, middle, and end of the text. 

 

3. For each quotation, write a multiple-paragraph response (typed in MLA format) analyzing how the evidence propels the author’s 

purpose forward through the piece while considering the impact on the intended audience.  

 Your paragraphs should be thoughtful, well-developed, and well-edited representations of your writing.   

 

FOR FULL CREDIT: You must write an in-depth essay that fully analyzes the author’s purpose and how that purpose is 

developed through the piece. Expand beyond 5 paragraphs.  

 

4. As you read, create a word list of 20 new or unfamiliar words the author used with a brief definition of each. Don't believe for a 

minute that you won't encounter new words as you read any of these texts.  

 Must include: Word, definition, and an original sentence in which you use the word correctly.  

 

Politics 

Politics, Philosophy and Thought On Liberty--John Stuart Mill  

The Affluent Society--John Kenneth Galbraith 

Moral Politics – George Lakoff 

 

History 
Guns, Germs and Steel--Jared Diamond 

The Guns of August--Barbara Tuchman 

Lincoln at Gettysburg--Gary Wills 

Mayflower: A Story of Courage, Community and War--Nathaniel Philbrick 

E=MC2  A Biography of the World’s Most Famous Equation – David Bodanis 

Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, an American Slave by Frederick Douglass (1845) 

 

Nature and Science 
Science as a Contact Sport: Inside the Battle to Save Earth’s Climate – Stephen Schneider 

The Emperor of all Maladies: A Biography of Cancer: Siddhartha Mukherjee 

A Brief History of Time: From the Big Bang to Black Holes – Stephen W. Hawking 

http://www.guardian.co.uk/books/data/book/unclassified/9780140390124/narrative-of-the-life-of-frederick-douglass-an-american-slave


 

Blink – Malcolm Gladwell 

Heart of the Sea—Nathaniel Philbrick 

The Pine Barrens--John McPhee 

Letters from the Field (1925- 1975)--Margaret Mead  

The Dragons of Eden--Carl Sagan 

The Double Helix--James D. Watson 

The Hot Zone – Richard Preston 

The Sixth Extinction: An Unnatural History – Elizabeth Kolbert 

 

Biography/Autobiography 

Just Mercy: A Story of Justice and Redemption – Bryan Stevenson 

Between the World and Me – Ta-Nehisi Coates 

The Devil’s Highway – Luis Alberto 

Strength in What Remains: A Journey of Remembrance and Forgiveness – Tracy Kidder 

The Autobiography of Benjamin Franklin--Benjamin Franklin 

Benjamin Franklin: An American Life--Walter Isaacson 

The Road from Coorain--Jill Ker Conway  

One Writer's Beginnings--Eudora Welty 

The Wright Brothers by David McCullough  

Born on a Blue Day: Inside the Extraordinary Mind of an Autistic Savant—Daniel Tammet 

My American Journey--Colin Powell  

Living to Tell the Tale --Gabriel Garcia Marquez  

The Long Walk: A True Story of a Trek to Freedom--Slavomir Rawicz 

Albert Einstein: His Life and Universe--Walter Isaacson  

Death in the Tall Grass Peter Capstick  

The River of Doubt: Theodore Roosevelt's Darkest Journey by Candice Millard 

Survival of the Sickest – Sharon Moalem 

Just Like Us – Helen Thorpe  

The Poet of Baghdad: A True Story of Love and Defiance – Jo Tatchell  

When I was Puerto Rican – Esmeralda Santiago 

They Poured Fire on Us From the Sky: The True Story of Three Lost Boys from Sudan – Benjamin Ajak 

The Translator: A Tribesman’s Memoir of Darfur – Daoud Hari  

Neither Wolf nor Dog: On Forgotten Roads with an Indian Elder 2nd Edition by Kent Nerburn 

 

Current Affairs 

Salt Sugar Fat: How the Food Giants Hooked Us – Michael Moss 

Omnivore’s Dilemma – Michael Pollan  

Quiet: The Power of Introverts in a World That Can’t Stop Talking – Susan Cain 

How Children Succeed: Grit, Curiosity, and the Hidden Power of Character-- Paul Tough  

We wish to inform you that tomorrow we Will be killed with our families: Stories from Rwanda --Philip Gourevitch 

Fast Food Nation--Eric Schlosser 

The World is Flat Thomas L. Friedman  

School of Dreams: Making the Grade at a Top American High School--Edward Humes 

Outliers: The Story of Success—Malcolm Gladwell 

Moonwalking With Einstein—Joshua Foer 

Freakonomics – A Rogue Economist Explores the Hidden Side of Everything – Stephen Dubner & Steven Levitt 

 

Questions:  E-mail Mr. Dryke at Peter.Dryke@jeffco.k12.co.us or Mrs. Dryer at Angela.Dryer@jeffco.k12.co.us 

 

http://www.amazon.com/Candice-Millard/e/B001ILFMH6/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1
https://www.amazon.com/Kent-Nerburn/e/B000APE9CK/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1
http://www.amazon.com/Paul-Tough/e/B001I9QBD2/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1
mailto:Peter.Dryke@jeffco.k12.co.us
mailto:Angela.Dryer@jeffco.k12.co.us

